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Many moons ago, a couple of Aramco Brats had a great idea to make a movie – a movie about going home again. Filmmakers Todd Nims (DH’95), Zack Nims (DH ’98) and Matt Miller (DH’91) have made that movie happen.

It’s here, it’s done, and those who attended the Aramco Brats Reunion this year in Ashville saw it with their own two eyes! There were tears for many, but most of all, each heart was touched very deeply to be able to hear their compatriots echoing their own internal experiences, hidden away for so many years.

It all started on Memorial Day in Houston, 2005. Each of the brats who attended the 
2005 Aramco Brats Reunion in Houston was offered the opportunity to speak on film about their childhood memories and their feelings today, looking back on the Aramco experience. Many spoke. I was one. It was very meaningful to me to have the opportunity to share not only with my fellow brats, but also with the world at large, some words I had long held back; words that I had no one to share with because they would not understand. “Yes”, I said, “I would like to speak!” I would like you all to know what I know now.

In Todd’s words: “We wanted to create a film that people could watch and go ‘HOME’ ‘cause we know for most of us, that it is impossible and it kills a little of us inside. We hope this film brings back that little piece that sometimes seems missing when we need it most,”

“We also wanted to overcome the effects of the distance factor amongst brats. We are all spread so thin; we tell our stories as individuals, and when people don’t react like we are crazy, they instead kind of shrug it off, like ‘Oh, that’s just Todd talking about some far off country he visited,’ and sure, they are bright and are interested to a point, but there is not that much for them to relate to there,”

“So, at the same time, we wanted the film to be something a Brat or an Aramcon could finally, after all these years, sit down with his non-Aramcon best friends and family with a smile on his face, press play on the remote, and watch his friends faces as the story changes. The story is no longer the reminiscent ramblings of one, solitary Brat; it is a collection of stories from over a hundred Brats, just like him. As they all tell their stories about life in Saudi, that lone Brat sitting with his friends will relish the look on their faces as they begin to realize that he is a part of something very special.” 

Todd kept everyone posted over the past two years. At first, it looked as if all that needed to be done was to make a lot of copies and send them out. It was a learning and growing experience for the guys. They decided they would like to improve on the subject and they began the editing process to weave the interviews into a coherent whole. It took far longer then anyone expected. It was a labor of love, and Allah was generous.

A few weeks ago, the film was sent to have the audio professionally mixed by a major studio in Hollywood. In fact, the engineer who is doing the mixing is the very same man who did the mixing for the recently released movie “The Kingdom” (a fictional account of an attack on US Expats in Saudi Arabia). ARAMCO Services has ordered 150 copies to help fund the project.

In addition, a brat has volunteered to show the film to her contacts at PBS and, FSA will be sponsoring a screening in the fall in Washington, D.C. Best of all, there will be a Red Carpet Hollywood Premiere Screening on July 7, 2007 at the Linwood Dunn Theater that is owned by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences’ (the guys that do the Oscars!) – this is the same theater where Michael Moore just screened his film SICKO last week. At the time of this writing there are less than 30 seats available so, if interested, please contact Todd at CEO@AramcoBratMedia.com.

The DVDs that have been pre-ordered will be sent out July 14-21st. Those who would like to see a short preview or order their own copy can go to: www.BratStory.com or www.AramcoBratMedia.com (on the latter, they are gathering Brat Artists for future projects).

I am trained as a Marriage and Family Therapist. I can attest to the fact that watching this movie, attending a Brat Reunion or connecting with childhood friends and sharing those old memories is one of the most healing experiences one can have. So often, when we left Arabia, we left much undone and much unexamined. Getting reconnected, one finds that a bridge is built between past and present, the empty quarter is filled at last and a sense of completeness finally established – a sense of ….coming HOME.

Visit "Red Carpet Roll-out" for more information.

